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THIS MAN MUST BE FINANCED 








Home Office 
Hobart, Oklahoma 











SIX OFFICES IN TEXAS “Seeding for fall 


and winter pasture and the 1919 wheat crop.” 








Every Office 
Right in the Field 











FIVE OFFICES IN OKLAHOMA 


SCOTT & BLACKMER, Farm Mortgages, TEXAS and OKLAHOMA 
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THE AIRPLANE— 


is the military eagle, aptly 
termed the Eyes of the 
Army. Rising above and 
before the battle line, it 
watches for coming attacks. 


‘AMERICAN EAGLE 
(FIRE INSURANCE 
\Xco MPANY/ 


“yy po \ 4) 


‘‘America Fore’’ 


FIRE. gives no warning of 
its coming. No eye can 
see where it will strike next. 


ADEQUATE Insurance 


Use foresight instead of actual 








is the airplane of protection. 


vision. Place your insurance with the 


AMERICAN EAGLE 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


CASH CAPITAL ONE MILLION DOLLARS 


HENRY EVANS, President 


MANAGING BRANCH OFFICES 
SAN FRANCISCO 
CHICAGO 


HOME OFFICE: 
80 Maiden Lane 
NEW YORK 
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High Class Salesman Wanted 


to sell American Credit Insurance 


Credit Insurance be; gins where Fire Insurance stops—after 
merchandise has left. the protection of four walls, and been 
turned into accounts. 


And American Credit Insurance does far more than merely 
provide for the payment of abnormal losses. It establishes 
a safe credit basis. It promotes the means tc prevent losses. 
It eliminates waste, and reduces the failure rate. 


Thus, when you sell American Credit Insurance, you are 
selling a constructive and highly desirable Service needed 
and wanted by the leading Manufacturers and Jobbers. 


This calls for integrity and ability of the highest order— 
for an Al salesman. To such a man we can offer an un- 
usual opportunity. 


Commission basis only. 


THE AMERICAN CREDIT 
INDEMNITY COMPANY 


of NEW YORK E. M. TREAT, President 


91 William Street 
New York 


415 Locust Street 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Offices in all Principal Cities 


A. B. Treat, Gen’| Eastern Mor. 


91 William Street New York 
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THE SPECTATOR 


Thursda) 














Liberal renewal contracts for good producers 
of business. For full particulars write: 


Southland Life Insurance Co. 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
HARRY L. SEAY, President 


L. LINZMEYER, Vice=Pres. and Actuary 
A. S. Doerr, Vice-President 





“All kinds of 
- Insurance | 
on 


Automobiles” | 
FIRE, THEFT, | 
COLLISION, 
LIABILITY, 
PROPERTY 
DAMAGE. ° 


AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE EXCLUSIVELY 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE CO. | 
Pierce Building, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


LAWRENCE B. PIERCE CHAS. W. DISBROW 
Chairman of Board President 























AMERICAN 
SURETY 
COMPANY 

of NEW YORK 


100 BROADWAY 


SURETY BONDS 
BURGLARY INSURANCE 


SOMETHING WORTH WHILE 


Mr. Elmer O. McCreight of Creston, Iowa, 
paid $24.70 annually for twenty years on a 
$1,000 insurance policy, a total of $494. The 
company returned him on March 30th, 1918, 
$743.95 and gave him twenty years’ insur- 
ance for nothing. Hundreds of settlements 
like it have been made. Assets of this com- 
pany $14,000,000; more than a third of a 
century in business. If you can sell this 
kind of insurance address ‘“W,” care of 
THE SPECTATOR, P. O. Box 1117, New York 
City, N. Y. for particulars. Replies con- 
fidential. 





























The Acid Test for Strength, 
Liberality, Service and Low Cost 


places 
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IFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 


high on the list 


CAPABLE AGENTS WANTED 

















Michigan Commercial 


Insurance Company 
Lansing, Michigan 


ASSETS SURPLUS 


January 1, 1913....$862,447.34 $156,321.92 
January 1, 1914... 920,961.16 181,374.66 
January 1, 1915 935,693.93 200,120.21 
January 1, 1916... 1,020,369.41 211,057.76 
January 1, 1917.... 1,178,606.04 212,242.99 
January 1, 1918... 1,364,674.92 212,756.82 





Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Tourist Baggage, Parcel Post Insurance ! 
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THE SPECTATOR 


The circulation of the publications of The 
Spectator Company, including THE SPECTATOR, 
amounts to over one million annually, aver- 
aging 20,000 weekly. These standard publica- 
tions, covering life, fire, casualty and miscel- 
laneous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
ceived the endorsements of the United States 
Government and State Insurance Departments. 
The statistical and historical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
to the insurance companies than that supplied 
by any other insurance journal. 

Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly 
journal devoted to promoting the best interests of 
trustworthy insurance of all kinds. The subscription 
price for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 


Four Dollars per annum, postage prepaid; to all for- 
eign countries in the Postal Union, Five Dollars. 


Entered at the New York Post (ffice as Second Class Matter 
THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


PUBLISHERS 
Arthur L. J. Smith, Pres. Robert W. Blake, Sec’y 


135 WitLtiAM Street, New York 
Telephone, John 231, John 232 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT 

Insurance Exchange, Chicago. Telephone, Wabash 531 


Sole Selling Agents in America for the publications 
ef Charles & Edwin Layton of London, England. 
Copyright, 1918, by The Spectator Company, New York 
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The end of military autocracy is 


drawing near. Every American de- 
sires to share in giving this boon to 
the world. Buying Liberty Bonds will 
help. Buy more to-day! 


— —<Buy Liberty Bonps >—-— 
THE LIBERTY LOAN 


He subscription of the Fourth Lib- 





erty Loan is progressing steadily, 
though perhaps not as rapidly as those in 
active charge of the campaign had hoped 
would be the case. This is not a good 
reason for discouragement, for it prob- 
ably, in the main, reflects three condi- 
tions, none of which indicates any lack of 
patriotism or willingness to subscribe, 
viz., the unprecedented size of the loan, 
the epidemic of influenza and the uncer- 
tainty as to what amount of taxes will 
have to be paid under the provisions of 
the revenue bill now before the Senate. 
This latter question is a very serious one 
for a great many people, who will gladly 
subscribe for bonds to the extent of their 
ability; but they argue that until Con- 


gress disposes of the matter definitely, so 
that they can calculate approximately 
what sum will be required for Federal 
taxes in June, 1919, they do not feel war- 
fanted in incurring obligations for bonds 
to as great an extent as they possibly 
could if they knew about what they will 
be called upon to pay in the way of taxes 


THE SPECTATOR 


—which must be paid whether bonds are 
bought or not. If this problem could be 
promptly cleared up one incubus on the 
loan would be removed. The loan has 
been well advertised, and canvassers for 
it as a rule find their prospects ready and 
willing to sign for such an amount as they 
feel they can spare. The chief difficulty 
lies in inducing them to double up their 
Third Liberty Loan subscriptions under 
the uncertain condition mentioned. How- 
ever, the statements of President Wilson 
and Secretary McAdoo as to the need 
for a full subscription—indeed, for an 
over-subscription—cf the loan should be 
convincing, and it is confidently expected 
that the American people will rise to the 
occasion and put the loan “over the top” 
in such a way as to prove to the Kaiser 
that there is absolutely no hope for his 
salvation, and that our boys “over there” 
will be backed up to the utmost ability of 
our people. 


———<Buy Liberty Bonps 
SHIPPING 





AFTER THE WAR 
Na dispassionate discussion of the 

question, “Shall we have a merchant 
marine for America?” J. J. Slechta, in a 
recent issue of the Vew York Commer- 
cial, presents interesting facts and theo- 
ries as to the future of the shipping in- 
this 
that after the war, or, say, two years 
the United States 
about 20,000,000 deadweight tons of 
the 


terest in country. He calculates 


hence, will possess 


overseas vessels, or one-third of 
world’s supply of such tonnage. He 
thinks that there will be no greater de- 
mand for cargo space in such vessels im- 
mediately following the end of the war 
than there was early in 1914, when the 
time charter rate for cargo carriers was 
about $1.20 per deadweight ton per 
month, this rate yielding a moderate re- 
turn on tonnage which had cost not ex- 
ceeding $75 per deadweight ton to build, 
fully equipped. 

But, he asks, “after peace has come 
and tonnage is released from war serv- 
ice, will earning power be determined by 
the cost of tonnage, or will the value 
of tonnage depend its earning 
power?” He also inquires: “Because an 
American owner holds tonnage at book 
values of $250 per ton, will a prospec- 
tive charterer pay him more for it than 
for a Dutch or Swedish steamer if he 
can secure the latter at a lower figure? 


upon 


201 


Editorial 


[ think not:’ Mr. Slechta further ar- 
gues that no prospective purchaser will 
pay the United States Government $250 
per ton for a used vessel if he can secure 
a new vessel from a British or Swedish 
builder at $200 per ton; and no Ameri- 
can shipper can be expected to engage 
space at $20 per ton in an American ves- 
sel if a British carrier is offering it for 
$15, under equality of circumstances. 
These are things which must be given 
serious consideration in connection with 
after-the-war plans. As remedies for 
the unequal conditions pointed out, Mr. 
Slechta sets forth two alternatives, if 
this country is to participate largely in 
One is that 
“we must reconstruct the entire body of 


the ocean-carrying trade. 


our laws which apply to merchant ship 
operation, and formulate a policy de- 
signed to treat shipping as an enterprise 
wholly unaffected by economic and in- 
dustrial factors which control all purely 
domestic activities”: and the other is that 
“we must in some way place upon the 
public exchequer the financial burden of 
maintaining ships upon the high seas in 
competition with owners of foreign ves- 
sels whose costs of construction, mainte- 
nance and operation will assuredly be 
less than those to which owners of 
American tonnage will be subjected.” 
If neither of 
cepted, then the writer believes that the 


Government will be compelled to sell ac- 


these alternatives is ac- 


cumulated tonnage to the highest bid- 
der, American or foreign. It is un- 
doubtedly true that American business 
men cannot be expected to engage in the 
ocean transportation business unless 
there is a fair prospect of profit to be 
derived therefrom; therefore, in some 
manner, there must be worked out a 
plan which, when the Government ceases 
to need ships for the present emergency, 
will make possible the purchase or char- 
ter of such steamships on a reasonable 
basis by private business interests. 





Buy LIBERTY Bonps | 

HE fire loss in the United States and 
Canada in September last, accord- 
ing to the records of the Journal of Com- 
merce, amounted to $13,434,300. Unless 
the last quarter of this year should pro- 
duce losses very much less than in the 
same time last year, the total loss for 
1918 will be considerably in excess of 

either of the two preceding years. 
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THE SUICIDE RECORD OF 1917 





Further Decrease in Rate Noted Last Year 





RESULTS IN 100 LEADING CITIES 


Experience Varies, but Relatively Few Show Increase—Weather and Other 
Influential Factors 


BY FREDERICK L. HOFFMAN 


The annual loss of life through self-murder is approaching twenty 
thousand for the continental United States. In ten years, therefore, 
making allowance for an increase in population and a further increase 
in the actual number of suicides, approximately half a million adult 
lives will be sacrificed, for reasons most trivial, or causes largely within 
the sphere of social control. No section of preventive medicine offers a 
more promising field than social pathology, chiefly in the direction of a 
substantial reduction in the deaths from suicide and murder. Looking 
backward throughout the period of a hundred and forty-two years since 
America became a nation, it may be conservatively estimated that not 
far from a million people have ended their own existence, regardless of 
the fact that no country in the world, during a corresponding period of 
time, has experienced a higher degree of material and social well-being 
and providing more abundant opportunities for the pursuit of happiness, 
individually or collectively considered. 

Regardless of the fact that self-murder has become almost a common- 
place, the subject is practically receiving no consideration from the 
Church or the State. As a moral and religious question, probably none 
transcends it in importance, for every suicide implies a contemptuous dis- 
regard of every traditional moral and religious obligation. As a problem 
in social economics, the waste of human lives is more appalling than the 
corresponding and largely inevitable sacrifice of life in every-day in- 
dustry. Against the estimated number of nearly seventeen thousand 
suicides in the continental United States during 1917, there were cer- 
tainly not more than twenty-five thousand, and possibly not more than 
twenty-two thousand fatal industrial accidents, of which a very consider- 
able proportion represents an inherent trade risk, against which any and 
all safety precautions are likely to prove ineffective. 

The table following presents the mortality from suicide in one hundred 
American cities during each of the years 1902-1917, and by quinquennial 
periods for the first fifteen years of the period under review: 

















TABLE I. 
Surcwes rn 100 American CrrttEs, 1902-1917 
Rate Per Business 
. 100,000 Failures 
Population. Suicides. | of Popu- Per 1,000 
lation. Concerns. 
17,816,991 3,022 17.0 9.3 
18,313,175 3,361 18.4 9.4 
18,809,587 3,588 19.1 9.2 
19,121,548 3,623 18.9 8.5 
19,922,617 3,406 7k ea 
20,511,267 3,888 19.0 8.3 
21,099,858 4,569 21.7 10.8 
21,688,520 4,444 20.5 8.7 
22,263,589 4,383 19.7 8.4 
22,821 267 4,673 20.5 8.8 
23,436,355 4,551 19.4 9.9 
Er i ides Het eakesten Res ween eee 24,000,858 4,708 19.6 9.9 
eee ee 24,553,940 5,089 20.7 11.0 
Boa ysiskantiwniccbesiesatiestnas 25,143,497 5,084 20.2 13.2 
aa piekicutn dckumsaes 25,829,127 4,535 17.6 10.0 
DNs ou draguiviansh SoEGhineee 26,377,887 4,274 16.2 8.0 
ee eee aera e 93,988,918 17,000 18.1 8.8 
(| ae rere 108,384,501 21,957 20.3 9.0 
gn eevee 122,963,777 23,967) - 19.5 10.8 

















The suicide record of American cities for 1917 reveals a further decline 
in the rate over the preceding year, reaching, in fact, the lowest figure on 
record for a considerable period of time. There can be no more convinc- 
ing evidence of the correlation of suicidal frequency with economic con- 
ditions than that the prevailing era of unusual prosperity, as reflected 
in the low proportion of business failures, is also represented by a de- 
cided falling off in the relative frequency of suicide, at least in the large 


American cities, thoroughly representative of conditions of American 
urban life, 


THE SPECTATOR 


Thursday 


In detail the suicide rate for individual cities is presented in the table 


following: 


TABLE II. 


CoMPARATIVE Mortality FROM SutcwEe tN 100 American Crrtss, 1902-1917. Rate Prp 


100,000 or PopuLATION. 








CirrEs. 


DIFFERENCE IN THE 
7 RATE From 
Tuat oF 1912-1916, 








San Diego, Cal.. 

San Francisco, al xe 
Sacramento, "cl ein at 
Los Angeles, OE erase: 
Toledo, Ohio......... +++ 
Oakland, oat Senne 
Springfield, Il 
Detroit, Mich.. 
St. Louis, Mo.. Le invaioeoat 
Washington, D. “(olan 
Atlantic City, N. J.. an 
(Oman, Neds... 65< ss 
Newnort, had. ees 
Hartford, Conn.......... 
New Bedford, Mass....... 
Tener Coli... secon 
Gloucester, Mass. . ae 
Indianapolis, Ind......... 
Brockton, Mass.. wae 
Manchester, ici Geel 
Salt Lake City, Utah..... 
Cleveland, Ohio........-- 
Milwaukee, WMG aeiccress 
Chicago, il ese 
Wheeling, W. Va.. 

Orange, N. J.. 

Boston, Mass.. Metts 
Concord, INES) Sc oe 
Seattle, Wash..........-- 
Baltimore, Md.........-- 
Newburgh, N. Y........- 
ASBUITIOIN Misers.c.s:0:8515 5° 
Cincinnati, Ohio.......... 
Minneapolis, Minn....... 
St. Paul, Minn..........- 
Syracuse, N. eres ee 
Paterson, N. 
Philadelphia, Pa.......... 





ala 


Williamsport, Pa.......-- 
McKeesport, Pa.. 
Bridgeport, Conn.. os 
A RRR Enea 
Manhattan and Bronx.... 
Providence, R.I.......... 
Dayton, Ohio...........- 
Trenton, N. J... 
Louisville, shea 
Quincy, Ill... 
Passaic, N. is ; 
Rochester, N. N See 
Worcester, Mass.....--.-- 





Lincoln, Neb.......--+-.- 
Pittsburgh, Pa......0-6-+ 
New Haven, Conn........ 
Columbus, Ohio.......... 
Holyoke, Mass.......... 
Brooklyn, N. Y........-- 
Portland, Ote.......--.00005 
Somerville, Mass......... 
Bayonne, N.J......+++: 
POMIBNE We. 66. 15-65 © 
Spokane, —- = 
Lynn, Mass.. saeats 
Buffalo, N. \ poe 
Chelsea, Mass. aie 
Pittsfield, Mass. . . Ne 
Richmond, reer 
Sale NSS is cece s os-e-< 01 
Springfield, ‘Oe 
Charleston, S. C.. ARES 
Jersey City, N. J. Se ree 
Fitchburg, Mass. . ie 
Tacoma, Wash.. ares 
Duluth, Minn...........- 
New Orleans, La......... 
Grand Rapids, Mich...... 
Newton, Mass........... 
Lowell, Mass.......0.... 
Haverhill, Mass.......... 
Augusta, Ga ore 
Lawrence, Mass.......... 
Petersburg, Va........... 
Savannah, Ga............ 
CSS CO RI eres 
Masillon, Ohio........... 
Atlanta, Ga..... B carats 
Fall River, M Po eeineee 
Malden, Mass............ 
Elizabeth, NETS se Wgniee 
Wilmington, Del.......... 
EO OS (a are 
Cambridge, Mass......... 
TONUSIOWN, PB .e.. 5 0c kes 
BCrantOn: Pa. .cec. seas. 
Nashville, Tenn.......... 








Average 100 cities...... 








.| 1907-1911. Actual. | Percent, 

. 39.4 4 : —11.2 20.6 
“Yj 45.0 5 6 9 19.2 
0 41.6 A 3 —1.8 5.1 
ns 31.7 9 : —1.7 5.3 
2 22.3 0 : +6.7 31.9 
9 34.0 3 ‘2 —4.1 13.5 
3.8 33.2 Pa § 5.6 —5.1 16.6 
6 19.0 4 6 +4.2 20.6 
8 32.3 6 3.8 —9.8 29.2 
6 24.6 8 3:8 +1.0 4.4 
2 27.8 5 3.5 —8.0 25.4 

x 29.5 3.1 3.3 —9.8 29.6 
0 6.0 3.7 2.9 +9.2 67.2 
3.5 23.9 8 2 +2.4 12.1 
5.8 10.4 5.2 4 +5.2 32.1 
9 31.4 3.8 9 —2.9 12.2 
0 11.2 5.6 a) +4.9 31.4 
5.2 27.7 4.0 7) —5.5 a 2 
9 13.8 5.9 2 +4.3 27.0 
0 10.7 a) | +9.0 81.1 
5.6 27.1 3 8 —4.5 18.5 
at 19.8 i) mt —.4 2.1 
9 22.2 8 ue +.9 5.1 
6 21.4 3.4 6 —4.8 20.5 
0 21.7 6 3 —2.3 bE 2 
6 13.1 3 9 +1.6 9.8 
3.0 18.7 3.7 6 +.9 5.4 
6 20.6 5.1 i) —7.6 30.3 
6 31.8 5.2 5 —7.7 30.6 
3.2 16.8 5 3.8 —1.7 9.2 
2 18.1 Fy § ew +5.0 42.7 
6 26.5 2 5.9 +1.7 12.0 
3.6 19.6 2 5.9 —1.0 5.9 
6 18.8 5 5.8 —+.8 23.3 
3 14.3 8 —3.7 19.0 
3.8 16.2 8 —4.8 23.3 
3.2 20.2 ae —3.1 16.5 
3) 17.3 6 —1.0 6.0 
8 22.6 3 —2.3 13.1 
A 19.9 3 —5.6 26.8 
6 14.1 8 +1.1 8.0 
3 12.7 ae +1.4 10.5 
6 27.7 5 —2.5 14.7 
0 23.8 4 —10.1 41.2 
5.5 16.2 4 —3.6 20.0 
2 19.7 3 —4.2 22.7 
ot 18.7 2 —.7 4.7 
6 22.9 0 —10.6 43.1 
8 14.4 0 —3.0 17.6 
oO 19.7 3.7 —5.9 30.1 
3.7 18.6 3.6 —1.1 7.5 
3.3 12.4 3.4 +3.1 30.1 
3.7 20.9 F 3.4 —6.6 33.0 
2.8 10.9 5.¢ 3.2 —2.1 13.7 
A 22.9 ; ay —.7 5.1 
3.6 34.3 . 8 —16.5 56.3 
6 17.4 : 2.8 —4.3 25.1 
1.9 21.4 ; 8 —-3.2 20.0 
3.4 19.3 19.1 A —6.6 34.6 
3.2 25.9 19.3 3 —7.0 36.3 
6 10.0 10.5 0 +1.5 14.3 
5.0 15.5 13.3 8 —1.5 11.3 
5.2 26.6 21.5 38 —10.2 47.4 
5! 5.8 7.4 3 +3.9 52.7 
3.8 8 rg 9.8 ak +1.3 13.3 
3.4 un aa 16.4 8 —5.6 34.1 
24.1 24.3 18.7 8 —7.9 42.2 
7.4 10.3 11.2 5 —.7 6.3 
14.0 12.7 10.7 3 —.4 3.7 
9.4 1 16.8 3 —6.5 38.7 
10.6 6.5 12.0 a! —1.9 15.8 
9.2 11.9 ae | —2.6 20.5 
O.4 9.4 8 a | +.3 3.1 
9.5 1 ay 9 % —5.8 36.5 
5.3 6.5 3 8 +2.5 34.2 
16.9 19.8 ty 4 9.6 —.1 29.9 
12.2 19.5 8 9.4 —2.4 20.3 
17.2 25.8 6 9.4 —15.2 61.8 
16.3 22.3 8 9.3 —7.5 44.6 
15.9 19.0 A 9.3 —8.1 46.6 
15.2 16.9 By 4 9.2 —8.5 48.0 
3.3 7.6 -- 9.0 +2.9 47.5 
10.5 15.2 A 8.7 —1.7 16.3 
19.5 17.8 3 8.1 —10.2 55.7 
2.5 5.4 9 7.9 —3.0 27.5 
7.8 413.1 5.9 7.8 +.9 13.0 
8.8 18.4 5 3 —13.8 64.2 
9.2 13.0 oO 7.2 —7.3 50.3 
0 20.9 8 7.2 —16.7 70.2 
6 14.6 oF j 6.4 —+.3 40.2 

ey | 14.8 0 6.1 —9.9 66.0 
5.8 12.8 6 6.1 —4.5 42.5 
2 8.8 A 5.7 —5.7 50.0 
8 18.0 6 5.6 —7.0 55.6 
4 12.5 s! 5.2 —8.9 63.1 
5.1 13.8 2.8 5.0 —7.8 60.9 
Pe 9.9 8.5 4.4 —4.1 48 .2 
2 7.0 Ye 4.3 —3.4 44.2 
5 10.2 10.9 4.0 —6.9 63.3 

na f 13.8 18.3 3.4 —14.9 81.4 
0 20.2 19.6 16.2 —3.4 17.3 
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THE 


Regardless of the gratifying fact that the suicide rate during 1917 
experienced a further and relatively substantial decline over the rate 
prevailing during 1914, when it reached nearly the maximum; or during 
1908, when the highest rate was reached during the period under observa- 
tion, the annual voluntary loss of adult life remains at approximately 
seventeen thousand for the continental United States for the year 1917. 
The rate assumed in this calculation is based upon the actual data for the 
registration area for the year 1916, allowance being made for the decline 
in the urban rate during 1917. 

According to the foregoing table the suicide rate increased in twenty- 
four and decreased in seventy-six cities. As has been shown in former 
investigations, the principal cities of California exhibited the highest 
rates. Making every possible allowance for erroneous population esti- 
mates, there can be no question of doubt but that suicidal frequency is 
higher in California than in any other section of the country. The varia- 
tions in the geographical distribution of suicides are set forth with the 
required brevity in the table following: 
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TABLE III. 
GEOGRAPHICAL INCIDENCE OF SUICIDES IN THE UNITED STATES. 
RaTEs PER 100,000 or Poputarion, 1907-1917. 
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The distribution of suicides by months is made available for the 
period 1911-1915 for the United States registration area in the table below. 
According to this analysis the highest rate of suicidal frequency occur- 
rence was in May and the lowest in December: 


TABLE VI. 


ComPARATIVE NU MBER OF SUICIDES BY MONTHS AND SEASONS 
U. S. REGISTRATION AREA, 1911-1915. 











Percentage 

Suicides. Distribution. 
ANS co occas oe cdkawe cece tade cedanesnnaes 4a weal 3,906 | 7.6 
WOM acco 5s sty ven snacdeacetasccevauveudcsunecaese 4,028 | 7.8 
EN ia ag os a/oa Se Cc ae eae oe Re ae dee dee deaes 4,387 | 8.5 
WMI 5s ood oa aa Card aie O eRe REE a eee 4,748 9.2 
MME Sao Six eae cata eeanass chee ns nandeweEeaeateas 4,794 | 9.3 
June RiwUeAdaccnvervadouesevecdcconeranerccdundears 4,738 | 9.2 
WN ss nuances coded ph acnsaceccornss odceusceveriuceend 4,390 8.5 
WR doc car icy sth adalieta elena eed akoudeadena 4,182 | 8.1 
OREO Ce EET Pe eC CECE PERT EC 4,319 8.4 
CRI iced oo os ac axe Cea nde nemasnaeceeeaTaaaen 4,444 | 7.9 
INGIGUMUN cas cdicdus cc ace ex carccnsecaasahaseadiesses4 4,036 | 7.8 
I os ikiseck cntuneeachewabedt eke aheeenbaee 3,343 | 7.5 
Wimbeat sss ore San ees pec yee rae cae 12,321 | 24.0 
Qe. ee eee 14/280 | 27.8 
NIG cas pte oak aunt wee de cae oe ae en Rae 12,891 25.1 
RGR da cao bac ox Cate a denada cane cureenuanteawe 11,923 | 23.2 

















| 1907-1911. 1912-1916. | 1917. DECREASE IN THE 

| No. of | | 1917 RATE FROM 
| Cities. | Sui- | Sui- | | Sui- | THAT OF 
cides. | Rate. | cides. | Rate. | cides. | Rate. Ltt 

| | | | Actual | | Percent 
Eastern Cities.. +] 55 10,039) 17 5 10, 298 15.9 1,857| 13.5 | —2.4 = a 
Central Cities. . > me i 6,898 22.4 7 968) 22.8 1,426, 19.1 | —3.7 | 16.2 
Southern Cities.. | 14 | 1,883} 17.3 2080 wo | 321} 13.0 | —4.6 | 26:1 
Rocky Mt. Cities . ‘| 3 | 492} 28.9 486) 23.9 | 84, 18.8 | —5.1 21.3 
Pacific Coast Cities | 9 | 2,638) 34.5 3,310) 33.1 | 586, 25.5 | —7.6 | | 23.0 
100 Amer. Cities. ‘| 100 21,930} 20.2 ues 19.6 | 4,274) 16.2 | —3.4 | 17.3 








According to this table the urban suicide rate declined during 1917 
in every geographical section of the country, but relatively the decline 
was most pronounced in the Southern cities. The Pacific Coast cities were 
second in this respect. 

In view of the wide variation in the relative mortality from suicide 
for the white and colored, the following table is included, showing the 
rates for twenty Southern cities by race. For the group of cities com- 
bined, the white rate was 22.6 per 100,000 of population against a colored 
rate of only 5.6: 

TABLE IV. 
SUICMES IN TWENTY SOUTHERN CITIES. 
By Cotor, 1912-1916 


























WHITE. CoLorEp. 
CiriEs. Rate Per Rate Per 
No. of 100,000 of No. of 100,000 of 
Suicides. Population. Suicides. Population. 

[OUP EA o-oo a 118 19.4 16 5.5 
BaleNObes WAGs c 5 6.5/55c0 co. ese awe nee 512 20.8 24 5.5 
Burnunghant, Als..... <<. cesccccteees 87 17.0 14 4.4 
TURNERS Os cles cin acters sce ciactrs 21 14.5 1 6 
Ginmie IN. Oy ek oe oe kc eerecw nn 16 12.6 2 3.2 
Galveston, Rewas, 0.6 concn a octets 64 40.7 8 18.4 
Jacksonville, Fla..................... 66 37.7 4 2.3 
MIRO IO oy ioe ko vlacig cae wi ciciens « 46 33.8 5 8.6 
Louisville, os Se RE ae ke 222 23.0 8 3.8 
WIOUINIER RCH Sg = oo score rcarei Scars 126 28.4 24 8.8 
GRC RS Nic ons eich cotewaien 31 20.0 4 ao 
Montgomery, | EE ae ee TC te 22 20.9 5 4.9 
INGRLVIE RENIN, + <9) «ccs s.crescterereert-c ces 86 22.0 15 8.2 
New Orleans, MM bie rt ees alos bares ae 280 21.0 34 72 
GNM RU Ory 25400 t9 oo cote acs 77 28.5 4 2.5 
Richmond, Va.. ree er ere 82 17.6 8 3.0 
San Antonio, PRasaseee a aw 135 26.3 1 1.6 
Savannah, (CA a eR A es 40 23.7 2 1.2 
W ashington, eae siavenae 353 27.8 49 9.9 
Wilmington; Del.. EEN TB) ote 62 14.9 3 6.7 

| Ree er Ry ee eee me Seager yee? 2,446 22.6 231 5.6 











For large and small cities the variations in the rates are of consider- 
able sociological interest. The information is contained in the table 
following, according to which the rate was 4.2 per 100,000 in cities with 
a4 population under 250,000, and 3.1 for cities with a population of 256,000 
and over: 

TABLE V. 
SurcwEs In 100 AMERICAN CITIES By S1zE, 1907-1917. 
Deata Rates PrEr 100, B00 OF POPULATION _ 



































1907-1911. 1912-1916. | 1917. DECREASE IN THE 
No. 0 — ———_—|_—__—_——-|1917 RATE FROM 
Cities. } Sui- Sui- | Sui- THAT OF 

cides. | Rate.| cides.| Rate.| cides.| Rate. 1912-1916. 
| | Actual | Percent 

Yader 250,000....... 73 | 4,880 17.9} 5,509 17.7| 900} 13.5) 4.2 3. 
50,000 and over. 27 | 17,070 21.0) 18,633 20.2} 3,374) 17.1 3.1 | 15.3 
Average for 100 Cities 100 | 21,950 20.2} 24,142 19. 6 4,274, 16.2 3.4 | 17.3 





The age factor, which naturally has a most important bearing upon 
the relative degree of suicidal frequency, with a due regard to sex, is 
set forth in the next table, which has also been derived from census 
returns for the registration area for the period 1911-1915: 


TABLE VII. 
SurcrDEs IN U. S. REGISTRATION AREA, BY AGE AND Sex—1911- -1915. 








| 


| 








| PERSONS. MALEs. | FEMALES. 
|\— oy } 

AcEs at DEATH. | | Rate | Per- | Rate | Per- | Rate | Per- 
| No.of} Per | cent. | No.of | Per | cent. | No.of; Per cent. 
| “Sui- |100,000! Distri-| Sui- | 100,000 Distri-| Sui- | 100,000) Distri- 


| cides. | of Pop.| bution.| cides. | of Pop.) bution.) cides. | of Pop. | bution. 























Undet S50. ..-25<s eal aa s eel | ee ae 

esac csaxes 2 ol 1| fs s 1| th Hf 
10 to 14 151 5 3} 78} 5 .2| 73 >) 6 
15 to 19 1,898) 6.3 3.7 825 5.5 2.1; 1,073 7.2 9.0 
yi | Aaeeeeee 4,525] 14.3 8.8} 2,898 18.0) 7.3) 1,627 | 10.6 13.7 
25 to 34 10,634 19.4 20.7) 7,734 26.8 19.6} 2,900) 11.2 24.3 
oo” Sree 10,640 24.3 20.7| 8,302 36.0 21.0) 2,338 11.3 19.6 
Ct Paneer 10,356 33.3 20.1) 8,516) 1.7 21.6} 1,840) 12.6 15.4 
SS:to G4... 2.2.6. 7,620 0.9 14.8 6,398 66.1 16.2) 1,222) 13.7 10.3 
65 to 74... 3,886} 36.6 7.6 3,279) 61.8 8.3) ‘607| 11.5 5.1 
YS PRERRRe rrr 1,512} 33. 7 2.9| 1,287; 60.7 3.3} 225) 9.5 1.9 
Unknown.........| 191) 4 174) cual 4) ‘7; eee A 

3 
All Ages........ 51,415) 16.3) 100.0 | 39,492! 24.2 100.0) 11,923) 7.8} 100.0 








From the same source has been derived a table exhibiting the methods 
of suicide, which is suggestive of the direction in which measures of 
social control are most likely to prove of real value: 


TABLE VIII. 


SuicrwEs In U. S. RESISTRATION AREA, BY MErHops UsEp AND SEx—1911-1915. 









































PERSONS. MALEs. | FEMALES. 
METHODS - | 
or SUICIDES. | Rate | Per- | Rate | Per- | Rate | Per- 
No. of| Per | cent. | Per | cent. | No.of| Per | cent. 
Sui- | 100,000) Distri- | No. of | 100,000) Distri- Sui- | 100,000} Distri- 
cides. | of Pop. /dution. |Suicides.| of Pop. | bution. | cides. | of Pop.) bution. 
| | | | | 

By firearms. . ..| 15,479 4. | 30.1} 14 120} 8.7 35.8 1,359 A!) 11.4 
By poison. . ...| 14,020) 4.4) 27.3 8,894 5.5) 22.5] 5,126 3.3) 43.0 
By hanging or | | 

strangulation. . 7,491 2.4, 14.6 6,188) 3.8 15.7] 1,303) .8} 10.9 
By asphyxiation. . 6,477 2.1, 12.6) 4,371) 2.4 Wd 2,106 1.44 17.7 
By cutting or pierc- | é a 

ing instruments..| 3,279) 1.0; 6.4| 2,884! 1.8 7.3 395 .3| 3.3 
By drowning... 2,360) 9} «5.6| 1 1845) 1.1} 4.7] 1,024 71 8.6 
By jumping ‘from | : : 

high places...... 956) 3} 1.9 602 4 1.5 354 .2| 3.0 
By crushing... 433) 2 8 366) .2 9 | 67) 1 6 
By other methods. 411) 1 8 22% A 6 189 Al 1.6 

| a 
jc) See | 51,415 16.3} 100.0 24.2) 100.0) 11,923 7.8) 100.0 








On account of the war, it has been thought advisable to include the 
following two tables for the army and navy, the first being derived from 
the annual reports of the Adjutant General, and the second from the 
reports of the Surgeon General: 
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TABLE IX. 


SUICIDES IN THE REGULAR UNITED STATES Army, 1903-1917. 


THE SPECTATOR 



































Thursday 


The foregoing statistics do not seem to require an extended analysis 


They are sufficient evidence of the truly immense 
which, as previously stated, is practically 


at the present time. 
social importance of an evil 
ignored as non-existent in the established order of the day. 

In conclusion, among the more interesting special aspects of the sub- 
ject, a brief-reference may be made to the apparent correlation of insomnia 
The following is an abbreviated statement quoted from the 


The influence that slight refractive errors have in causing many of 
the functional nerve troubles so prevalent in these days is discussed by 
Among these insomnia has naturally had a prominent place. 
Slight errors of refraction, although not causing any visual defect, are of 
great importance, in that they give rise to sundry neuroses. Especially, 
says Pronger, should these slight degrees never be ignored in any case 
of insomnia, because some error is nearly always present in those cases 
not associated with organic disease, such as tumor, kidney troubles and 
Insomnia is not usually 
the only symptom, but is generally associated with attacks of great de- 
A few illustrations are 
given by Pronger of what can be done for the relief of insomnia, and 
also of some of the difficulties that have to be surmounted, particularly 
the scepticism of the patient as to the possibility of glasses being of use 
for such a purpose, especially if the sight is good or an oculist has already 


U.S. Army. OFFICERS. ENLISTED MEN. 
|-—— td Se ere ge Ee ee he 
- Rate Per* | Rate Per* Rate Per* 
Number 1,000 | Number 1,000 Number 1,000 a 
_ of Mean | of Mean of Mean and suicides, 

a Suicides. | Strength. | Suicides. | Strength. | Suicides. | Strength. London Lancet of December 12, 1917: 
1903.... 44 0.60 3 0.79 41 0.58 
ee Resa 4 0.55 3 0.79 35 0.54 
DUD ssw 4 0.50 + 1.04 30 0.47 
1906... 38 =| 0.55 4 1.03 34 0.52 sroae. 
1907. sie 42 | 0.64 | 3 0.78 39 0.63 
1908... 37 | 0.54 1 0.26 36 0.56 
1909.. 46 0.55 | 2 0.47 44 0.55 
1910... 36 0.43 | 2 0.46 34 0.42 
nh 4s 47 | 0.58 | 0 _ 47 0.61 
1913. . | ge ; —_ ‘ 4 eH the like, or with persistent pain from any cause. 
1914.. 52 0.55 2 0.42 50 0.56 é : 
1915.. 40 | 0.39 1 0.21 39 0.40 pression, and often with giddiness or headaches. 
5016.... 65 0.62 | 6 1.22 59 0.59 
1917... 80 | 0.57 | 4 0.70 76 0.56 
1903-1907. ae 196 0.37 17 0.69 179 0.35 
1908-1912.... ; 227 0.56 8 0.37 219 0.57 
1913-1917............. 279 || ~=—(0.82 | 8 0.68 | 266 0.83 been seen. 








* Rates based upon the average monthly strength. 


TABLE X. 


SUICIDES IN THE U. S. Navy, 1912—1916—Rares Per 1,000 AVERAGE COMPLEMENTS. 









































Another interesting aspect of the suicide problem is presented in the 
case following, originally reported in the German Medical Weekly of 
Berlin: 


Janssen relates that a woman with mild pulmonary tuberculosis, who 
and exacerbation of symptoms 
temporarily incapacitating her, tried to commit sucide by injecting a 
fluid which had been given her for inunctions. This proved to be tuberculin, 
She became very sick, with high 
The foci in the lungs had not changed 
enough to explain this aggravation of the condition, and the attending 
physician was puzzled indeed until the young woman confessed the in- 
The heart was kept up with stimulants and the 
storm gradually subsided, leaving the patient remarkably improved over 
her previous condition, with her earning capacity restored. 


Finally, there is included, as a matter of record, the case of a soldier 
who committed suicide after having been rejected for further military 
This item appeared in the New York Sun, August 22, 1918: 


Edward A. Allan, a chief clerk in the postoffice, had served six months 
on the border with the Seventy-first Infantry, but when his regiment 
sailed for France he was left behind. He had failed to convince army 
surgeons that an operation for appendicitis had not incapacitated him, 
and since they had failed on their part to convince him to the contrary 
He tried the regular army, the navy 
Yesterday he hanged 
himself in his home at 503 West 138th street, his honorable discharge in 


| Navy AND MARINE. OFFICERS. ARTIFICERS, 
fie ee een oe cece es had frequent periods of fever up to 38.5 C., 
| Suicides. | Rate. | Suicides. Rate Suicides. Rate. 
ss i ie ae Seema and she injected 2 c.c. at the one time. 
1912.... | 16 26 | 0 en 6 34 fever and very rapid heart action. 
1913... | 14 | 21 | 1 .22 3 .16 
ar Kiedis | = | = | .22 5 .25 
ice sates | «0g | 31 | 21 8 41 jec ; 
a ; 24 35 | 4 .d2 6 31 SS 
1912-1916........... | 96 | .29 | 7 .30 28 29 
| MISCELLANEOUS FORCE. SEAMAN’S BRANCH. service. 
| 
| Suicides. Rate. Suicides. Rate. 
1912... {eeeene ewes fine Diese 5 .29 5 .22 
94 bh ran a nse ae vane 6 = 4 16 Allan took his rejection to heart. 
1915.0... ; er 9 2 . 7 and the Marine Corps, and each turned him down. 
AMR secon cos cccs nee omerin 9 ‘48 5 20 Page 
: one hand, a Bible in the other, 
I 668 60 sos dsows se onnean cbs 34 ot 27 .22 














Allan was dead when his wife went into his bedroom. The Bible had 
fallen to the floor, but his grip on the discharge papers had outlasted life. 





Atlas Life Organized at Tulsa 


The new Atlas Life Insurance Company of 
Tulsa, Okla., has completed organization and 
been licensed, and on its first day of active 
business, October 2, received applications for 
several hundred thousand dollars of insurance. 
The company began operations with $100,000 
capital and $90,000 surplus, but it is intended 
to increase the capital from time to time until 
it reaches $1,000,000. The officers are: Presi- 
dent, H. O. McClure; vice-president and medi- 
eal director, Dr. J. H. Florence; vice-presidents, 
John W. Gilliland and H. N. Greis; secretary 
and medical director, Dr. S. De Zell Hawley; 
treasurer, G. R. McCullough; actuary, T. J. 
McComb; assistant secretary, Hubert H. Sharp. 
The company has a strong board of directors 
and begins business under most auspicious cir- 
cumstances. 


——~<_Buy Liperty Boros >—— 


Petition for Receiver Denied 

Judge E. Ray Stevens, in Circuit Court of 
Wisconsin, has denied the application of John 
W. Groves and W. H. Orvis for a receivership 
for the Supreme Lodge of the Independent Order 
of Foresters. The complainants sought to have 
$50,000 in bonds and several thousand dollars 
in accrued interest placed in the hands of a 





receiver pending the determination of the va- 





lidity of an assessment for twenty-five per cent 
of the face of all policies made in 1918. 
Stevens denied the application on the ground 
that the complainants showed no right to the 
fund and could have no claim against it until 


they are dead, when they will automatically 


become beneficiaries, 


change name under the provisions of the bill. 

Our legislature in this State meets in Jan- 
uary, 1919, and we will then have the Dill 
presented and if possible passed, and proceed 
as above. In the meantime we cannot even 
select a name with any assurance that we 
could use same when authority was secured, as 
some other company might adopt the chosen 


Judge 





Buy Liperty Bonps >—— 
The German Mutual Life 


{To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR] 


I thank you for your explantation of the tables 
I beg to assure you that I 


in THE SPECTATOR. 


prize very highly and appreciate very much 
the accuracy and completeness of your com 
I do not know what the life insur- 
would do 
tained in THE SPECTATOR. 

Concerning the change of the name German 
Mutual Life, the sftuation is this: Our 
in 1857 under a_ special 


pilations. 
ance world 


pany was organized 


charter granted by legislative enactment, and 


name in the meantime. 

The company is pledged to change its name 
as soon as possible, so you see until we can 
make this change we are very much handi- 
capped, but we hope by the first of February 
that we will have adopted a new name and g0 
on with our career. 

Hoping this explanation is satisfactory, I am 

Yours truly, 
A. B. AMBLER, 
Supt. of Agencies, German Mutual Life 
Insurance Company. 
St. Louis, Mo., October 5, 1918. 


——~<Buy Liberty Bonos >—— 


without the data con- 


com- 








under its provision has no power to change its 
charter in any way, even as to name, and the 
only way it can be changed is for a bill to be 
passed by State legislature granting companies 
with charters like ours the privilege of chang- 
ing same as to name, and the legislature having 
given us the power, we will then proceed to 
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A. J. Devos Succeeds N. H. Ernst 

A. J. Devos, superintendent of the Western 
Electric Company, has ben elected president 
of the Cosmopolitan Life and Trust Assurance 
Company of Illinois, of Chicago, succeeding N. 
H, Ernst. 


On 


AC 


Re 


Rea 


Tl 
mee 
mee 
vita 
who 
forn 
Arth 
now 
conv 
alm¢ 
actu 
read 
pape 
for | 

by A 
cies 

and 

up tc 
unde: 
his | 
three 
This 

the a 
not b 
claim 
abilit 
such 

grant 
very 

differ 
amine 

P: I 
by H 
refere 
there 
sidera 
of alee 
many 
with 1 
sults 
previo 


= 
en) 





| ATES. iI), holraitt 








who 
oms 
ga 
lin, 
righ 
ged 
ling 

in- 

the 
over 


dier 
tary 


nths 
nent 
irmy 
him, 
rary 
navy 
nged 
ye in 


, had 
life. 


pill. 
Jan- 
bill 
ceed 
even 
t we 
d, as 
nosen 


name 
> can 
andi- 
ruary 
nd go 


I am 


R, 
| Life 


nst 

astern 
sident 
rance 
ng N. 











October 17, 1918 


ACTUARIAL SOCIETY MEETS 





Reunion Arranged at Montreal on In- 
vitation of Sun Life 





THREE NOTABLE PAPERS PRESENTED 





Read by Arthur Hunter, P. H. Evans and Frederick 
H. Johnston 

The Actuarial-Society of America held its fall 
meeting in Montreal on October 10 and 11, the 
meeting being arranged in Montreal at the in- 
vitation of The Sun Life Assurance Company, 
whose president, Thomas B. Macaulay, is a 
former president of the actuarial society. 
Arthur B. Wood, actuary of The Sun Life, is 
now a vice-president of the Actuarial. The 
convention, if it may be so called, was devoted 
almost entirely to the reading of papers on 
actuarial subjects and the discussion of papers 
read at the previous meeting. Among the 
papers presented were ‘‘An Analysis of Claims 
for Total and Permanent Disability Benefits,” 
by Arthur Hunter. The wide adoption of poli- 
cies providing for benefits in the event of total 
and permanent disability is a recent thing, and 
up to the present there is very little experience 
under such policies available. Mr. Hunter in 
his paper brought together the experience of 
three companies in regard to claims allowed. 
This experience is not that of the expected to 
the actual claims, of which an investigation had 
not been made, but merely the proportion of the 
claim allowed assignable to each cause of dis- 
ability. In his analysis of different factors, 
such as age of policy, type of disability benefit 
granted, and methods of selection which might 
very considerably vary the proportion in which 
different causes of disability appear were ex- 
amined. . 

P. H. Evans contributed a ‘‘Note on Mortality 
by Habits Representation,’’ with particular 
reference to alcohol. Mr. Evans took note that 
there was a tendency of those who drink a con- 
siderable amount to underestimate the amount 
of alcohol used, with the result that undoubtedly 
many really heavy drinkers would be included 
with the class of moderate drinkers. The re- 
sults are in accordance with the results in 


previous experience of various companies, 
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namely, that the total abstainer class showed 
the lowest mortality, and the mortality in- 
creased with the amount of alcohol taken. 

“Valuation of Bond Holdings of a Life In- 
surance Company” was the subject discussed by 
Frederick H. Johnston, who took as a concrete 
illustration the situation of a company chang- 
ing from market to amortized values of its 
bond holdings. A considerable difficulty in 
such change, he pointed out, is the extreme 
fluctuation it would make in the valuation, be- 
cause by the amortization method bonds are 
valued on the cost basis, whereas practically 
all bonds now have a much lower market value 
than that of a few years ago, and consequently 
for bonds bought some time ago, a much lower 
value than the cost basis should be used. A 
change to amortized valuation would, under 
such circumstances, make a jump in the com- 
pany’s assets, and a comparison of the two 
years’ statements would not at all reveal the 
true trend of affairs in the company. Mr. John- 
ston proposes, as a remedy for this, to use for 
bonds purchased prior to 1917 the market value 
as of the end of 1917, and later valuations by 
the amortization method, thus substituting the 
value in 1917 of bonds already held in place of 
the cost price. 


——< Buy Liperty Bonpos >—— 


Life Insurance Presidents to Meet 

The constructive influence of American life 
insurance as a product of free government and 
as a teacher of thrift will be emphasized at the 
twelfth annual convention of the Association 
of Life Insurance Presidents, to be held at the 
Hotel “Astor, New York, on Thursday and 
Friday, December 5 and 6. The theme of the 
meeting will be freedom and thrift in nation 
and world, in which connection there will be a 
discussion of thrift agencies, including the im- 
portant one of life insurance, which has found 
its greatest development in the United States. 
Representative men in other lines of business, 
as well as public officials, will be invited to join 
with the life insurance executives in discussing 
plans for further development of the nation’s 
thrift agencies. 

This thrift conference will also include a 
study of conservation of human resources, under 
which head there will be a discussion of recent 
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developments of interest to public health re- 
form. It is believed, for instance, that a sub- 
stantial improvement to public health condi- 
tions could be obtained were it possible to 
apply the lessons of military sanitation to 
peace times. Another topic to be discussed 
will be the vocational retraining of maimed 
and disabled soldiers which is being under- 
taken by the United States Government. The 
December meeting of the "National Convention 
of Insurance Commissioners will be held in 
New York earlier the same week, as will also 
the annual meeting of the Association of Life 
Insurance Counsel. Those in attendance at 
both these conventions will, in accordance 
with custom, be invited to attend the life 
presidents’ sessions. 


———~<Buy Liserty Bonos >—— 


*“‘John Sherman Paterson’s Fifty Years” 

The New York Insurance Department has is- 
sued a book in commemoration of the half 
century of service to the Department by the 
late J. S. Paterson, under the title of ‘‘John 
Sherman Paterson’s Fifty Years.’’ It tells of 
how his fiftieth anniversary was celebrated on 
December 26, 1917, and reprints articles upon 
that event from the Knickerbocker Press of 
Albany and THE SPECTATOR of New York, as 
well as tributes from Superintendent J. S. 
Phillips and several of his predecessors. These 
are followed by obituary notices concerning the 
death of Mr. Paterson, which occurred on De- 
cember 30, 1917, and resolutions adopted thereon 
by the Actuarial Society of America. This book 
will be cherished by the many friends. of the 
deceased actuary. 


Buy LIBERTY Bonps >—— 
Liberty Loan Subscriptions Mount Fast 


As the Liberty Loan campaign draws to its 
close the insurance world in its various divi- 
sions is steadily bettering the showing that was 
from the first excellent, and when the final fig- 
ures are Made up will occupy an enviable posi- 
tion on the list of professions. W. W. Faunce, 
for the Life and Allied Insurance Committees, 
reported early this week $89,381,000 subscribed 
by seventy-five companies, with every effort 
being made to reach the quota of $126,000,000. 











“THE ADVENTURES OF TWO AGENTS:”’ 


A Continuous’ Story. 


Chapter 23. 


Watch for next Chapter 
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The wise agent profits by the experience of others. 





GENERAL AGENTS: If you are interested in our Business Building Methods, WRITE US. 
We have the policies that sell and territory open. 


RESERVE LOAN LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 








Life Insurance 


Berthold M. Harris for the brokers’ committee 
reported $650,000 subscribed by 1400 brokers, 
with every expectation of reaching $1,000,000, 
exclusive of a promise of $1,000,000 from a 
prominent firm. The City Insurance Club re- 
ports subscriptions aggregating over $500,000. 
Following is a _ partial list of the largest 
amounts subscribed: 


PePRtEON v1.6. coi eeu AteeeeM nes $30,000,000 
Metropolitan Life .........eseccsecees 25,000,000 
NOW Ole Sale o> ca uins one soho sass: 25,000,000 
Equitable Life of New York.......... 20,000,000 
Mutual Life of New York............ 15,000,000 
TRTONOUR. x acc botecnbe Ke csGaaews eens 6,300,000 
Mutual Benefit Life .......2cccccccces 6,000,000 
Se BPEODD sas cteund eae escee 3,375,000 
New England Mutual ................ 2,600,000 
BONE SROOCK, sscecese ibe cbuncesass 5,000,000 
PR EPID 5 oa sine sasGle sake Kb wine nereel 2,500,000 
Home Insurance Company ........... 2,500,000 
Globe and Butwers «2.06.6 sccccc cece 2,000,000 
U. S. Fidelity and Guaranty.......... 1,500,000 
Continental, New York ........64.00.00.0% 1,000,000 
St. Paul Fire and Marine............ 1,000,006 
py Lo 2a eo) | a on aera 1,000,000 
Fidelity and Casualty ....5....0.0060 1,000,000 
Maryland CasuBlty os iosccccccicccesicce 1,000,000 
National Surety .........esesecedsees 1,000,000 
Fonnaon GB TISPING 265.86 secsicasicnscces 1,000,000 
Rossia (United States branch)....... 650,000 
Home Life of New York ...........-- 500,000 
Ocean Accident and Guaranty ....... 500,000 
United States Casualty .c.cco.inc.eces 500,000 
OCB ACCIAONE o66es sds cies eK cosas oe 500,000 
Queen INSUTANCE ........ccccccccccese 400,000 
WARENDIS: HLS: so anaobubiesos seskaheaw-oe 400,000 
London Guarantee .......ccccccesecee 400,000 
Northern Assurance, London ........ 300,000 
Swiss Reinsurance: «o..ics:0c050 660000 eee 275,000 
American Merchant Marine.......... 250,000 
Federal Insurance (Chubb)........... 250,000 
Globe TAGCMINIGG oie. osccicc ce scaeseece 250,000 
DIERGATR. FETC: o.oo: 0.5:0:0:5:4.5:0'00060.5.0019 nse 250,000 
Commercial and Union............... 250,000 
Boston Insurance Company .......... 250,000 
Massachusetts Bonding .............. 250,000 
Atlas Assurance of London .......... 200,000 
PP EN. 466658abG esse enens ocee anos 200,000 
Phoenix Assurance, London .......... 200,000 
United States Lloyds .....csccccccece 200,000 
PETER. TIMID ioc o50666:5560555 6 ees 200,000 
NALIODAl LADOTEY .oiccics ciciss ons oes oe 200,000 
AWeriChn: DUANE is oi0:s%6:s 50:6 d0 60%e wee oe 150,000 
UIC CHOMP «oss sisiciscanscdsiebeseane 150,000 
American Bagle Fire .......ccsscccces 100,000 
Second Russian (marine)............. 100,000 
PURGING. cscs soos sbakccacsbeaes 100,000 
Preferred: AGCIGENE .xs.i66scsssceseue 100,000 
United States Guarantee ............ 100,000 
Imperial Insurance ................+- 100,000 
Chubb & Co.— 
Alliance Assurance .............. 100,006 
The Gen INSULANCE «2 i66:..0:0:00 oisi0ces 100,000 
Marine Insurance ............seee0- 100,000 
London Assurance (Mar.)........ 100,000 
Uf ES SS See ese Sty reer re 100,000 
Yorkshire (United States branch).... 100,000 
Imperial Assurance of New York.... 100,000 
Swiss RMOIMSUPANCE icici i086 50000050: 100,000 
OUT BU NIR ERE ao is oo 6:60: 6 9:15:05 5 os 50 S00" 100,000 
Union Assurance Society ............ 75,000 
Commercial TMION: c6ck6s. s0cevesee ss 75,000 
Wade Robinson @& Co........ccccccses 61,200 
American Baquitable «...6..00.6.ccecesce 50,000 
Svea Pire GNA LATO 6... éccsiccsscccces 50,000 
Columbia IMSurance §....6..06000060- 50,000 
London and Lancashire ............. 50,000 
Scandinavian-American .............- 50,000 
Illinois Manufacturers Casualty..... 50,000 
Great Eastern Casualty.............. 30,000 
Illinois Traveling Mens Association. . 30,000 
Illinois Travelers Health Association 30,000 
Netherlands (United States branch). 25,000 
RIDIOVOrS: MAUGUAL . ooi085 csc ccecsvcins 25,000 
Christiania General «4.040 06 s0c0sssss00 25,000 
New York Underwriters Agency...... 25,000 
EAGvas Piate GAGs. oe. .c sees siscccsssc 10,000 





Buy LIBERTY BONDS >—— 


Association of Life Agency Officers 
The second annual meeting of the Association 
of Life Agency Officers will take place at the 
La Salle hotel, Chicago, on November 8 and 9. 
The programme lists the following speakers: 
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R. J. Mebane, G. S. Hastings, Allen Waters, 
Julian Price, H. E. Aldrich, E. G. Simmons, 
H. M. Woollen, M. A. Linton, Isaac Miller 
Hamilton, T. Louis Hansen, G. A. Deitch, E. E. 
Reid, W. E. Taylor, G. K. Sargent, W. E. 
Webb, J. F. Weston, L. K. Passmore, J. C. 
Behan, G. M. Lovelace, H. G. Everett, Fred. 
Halstead, Hon. Thomas B. Love, Philip Burnet 
and Sidney A, Foster. 





Buy LIBERTY BONDS 


Globe of Kansas Reorganizing 

While the stockholders of the Globe Life 
Insurance Company of Salina, Kan., have voted 
in favor of a plan of reorganization, it is be- 
lieved by State insurance officials that the plan 
suggested is not feasible. The plan provided 
that the capitalization of the company be re- 
duced from $500,000 to $100,000. The company 
now has $206,000 in its capital accounts. This 
would permit the company to have a capital of 
$100,000 and a surplus of a slightly larger 
amount. The plan would also prevent any 
assessments against the stockholders, but 
would also involve the scaling down of their 
stock. The Nebraska stockholders put up $173,- 
000 for stock, which the company has not re- 
ceived, according to the State insurance re- 
ports, and it was on account of, this shortage 
that the embezzlement proceedings were 
brought against Felix Broeker, organizer and 
former president of the company. 

Whatever steps are taken toward reorganiza- 
tion must be done by the officers and directors. 
An effort is to be made to get the company out 
of the hands of the receiver and turned over to 
the stockholders so that the reorganization 
plans can be carried out. But before the court 
will release the company an agreement of the 
stockholders that this settlement would be sat- 
isfactory will have to be secured. 


Buy LiBerRTY BonDs >—— 
Life Companies Merge 


The Protective League Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Decatur, IIl., has effected a consolida- 
tion with the Standard Life of Des Moines, Ia., 
and will remove headquarters of the latter to 
Decatur, the title of Standard Life Insurance 
Company being adopted for the future. Vice- 
President W. R. Kimzey of the former Pro- 
tective League, Life discontinues and F. W. 
Sprague, former president of the Standard Life 
of Iowa, assumes his office. J. R. Paisley is 
president of the Standard Life, which now has 
approximately $35,000,000 of old line life insur- 
ance in force, with over $1,250,000 of assets. 
The combined agency force is producing at the 
rate of about $8,000,000 of paid-for business an- 
nually. 








Buy Liperty Bonos >—— 


Life Insurance in War Times 
The monthly meeting of the Life Under- 
writers of New York will be held on Tuesday 
next at 6 P. M. at the association’s offices, 149 
Broadway. How to write life insurance in war 
times is the subject set down for discussion. 


——<_Buy LIBERTY Bonps 


John Hancock Buys $500,000 Libetry 
Bonds for Employees 
The John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance 
Company added last week one million dollars 
to its subscription of $5,000,000 for the new 
loan. This sum, added to its present holdings, 


206 





Thursday 


will make an aggregate of $13,845,000 as the 
company’s purchase of Liberty Bonds, which in- 
cludes a half million dollars for its employees. 
The addition is to be subscribed through the 
principal agency points outside of the New 
England district, which has already been coy- 
ered in the _ five-million-dollar subscription 
made in Boston. 





< Buy Liberty Bonps > 





Life Underwriters Die 


Everett H. Plummer, general agent of the 
Berkshire Life at Philadelphia, who has been 
with the company for forty-five years, died re- 
cently from heart failure. He was secretary 
of the National Association of Life Under- 
writers from 1890-1894, when he was elected 
president. 

Guy C. Goodfellow, general agent at Peoria 
for the Connecticut Mutual Life, died last week 
from pneumonia, complicated by grief over the 
death of his son, Lieut. Thomas Goodfellow, 
who was killed recently in France. 

Henry D. Hawkins, agency manager for the 
Illinois Life in Southeastern Georgia, died of 
pneumonia at Camp Gordon, having entered the 
army in September. This gives the Illinois Life 
its first gold star. 

Charles B. Rice, one of the younger agents 
in the office of Edgar C. Fowler, general agent 
of the New England Mutual Life at Chicago, 
died recently of influenza, at Fort Sheridan, 
where he was attending the officers’ training 
school. Stewart Clark of the same agency died 
a few weeks ago. These two men wrote an 
aggregate business of about $400,000 a year 
for the agency. 


—— Buy Liperty Bonps >—— 
Twenty Per Cent of Assets for Liberty Loan 


Resolutions adopted at the 1918 annual meet- 
ing of the American Life Convention in Chi- 
cago, calling attention to the fact that the 
British government has requested the British 
life insurance companies to invest twenty per 
cent of their assets in British war loans and 
pledging the companies comprising the Ameri- 
can Life Convention to invest not only twenty 
per cent of their assets in Liberty Bonds, but 
any such amount as may be necessary, have 
been transmitted to Secretary of the Treasury 
McAdoo by E. G. Simmons, president of the 
convention. As the convention is composed of 
113 insurance companies, representing thirty- 
four States, with assets totaling nearly five 
hundred million dollars, the pledge of the meet- 
ing will mean an investment of at least $100,- 
000,000. 











Buy LiBertY Bonps >—— 
Dr. Felix G. Cross Dead 


Dr. Felix G. Cross, president of the Columbia 
National Life Insurance Company of Cincinnati, 
died on October 1 at his home there, at 
the age of seventy-six years. He was a 
veteran of the Civil War and was founder of the 
company of which he was the head, having 
organized it fifteen years ago, after many years 
with the Penn Mutual Life in Cincinnati. 


—— Buy Liperty Bonos >—— 


—-W. P. Craine, for many years associated with 
3rown, Anderson & Young in Chicago, has gone with 
Naghten & Co. 
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October 17, 1918 


FIRE INSURANCE 


NEW YORK SURVEYS 


Honor Banner for Merges Agency.—All 
members of the staff of F. Merges & Co. hav- 
ing subscribed for bonds of the Fourth Liberty 
Loan, that agency is now entitled to hang out 
an honor banner. 








Matters Educational.—Ii this were an 
ordinary year the Street would be interested 
at this time in preparing for the opening meet- 
ing and banquet of the Insurance Society of 
New York. This is not, however, an ordinary 
year, therefore such functions as banquets are 
not being held. The officers of the Insurance 
Society, the president of which is T. A. 
Ralston, have prepared courses of lectures for 
women especially. This is a recognition of the 
rapid increase of women in the business, and 
also of the fact that many of them have not 
had the opportunity by experience of becoming 
acquainted with the business. There are to be 
two series of these lectures. The one on 
Thursday night will be given by R. P. Barbour 
of the North British and Mercantile Insurance 
Company, and the other by E. R. Hardy, sec- 
retary of the society. The ground covered by 
the two courses will be practically the same, 
but the treatment probably will vary a good 
deal. The society will also send out to its 
members in a few days the first number of its 
News Letter for the season, and this will be 
accompanied by an important address dealing 
with the subject of coinsurance. This address 
was prepared by the late W. J. Nichols, gen- 
eral adjuster of the North British and Mer- 
cantile Insurance Company. It is needless to 
say that it will be a distinct contribution to the 
subject in question. 

The Insurance Federation.—It is going to 
he a debatable point as to how far, in a political 
sense, private insurance companies can, for 
their best interest, take part in the movements 
against the extension of Government insurance. 
The last pronouncement from the Government 
by Assistant Secretary of the Treasury Thomas 
B. Love, is to the effect that the Government 
was not proposing to embark further on the 
business of insurance, but, he added, if the 
necessity of war made it necessary it, of 
course, would go deeper into the business. The 
position of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, which takes the Government at its 
word and does not wish its agents to take part 
in these movements, is regarded as a sound and 
sane position. While organizations are excel- 
lent things we must not allow ourselves to 
make a fetich of them and assume that they 
will do for us what we ought to do for our- 
selves. 

An Explosion Loss.—At last a definite 
explosion loss has occurred for which an in- 
surance company will pay. A stable quite near 
to the Gillespie plant in New Jersey, where the 
serious explosion occurred recently, was de- 
stroyed, which carried an explosion insurance 
for $10,000. Since the first bit of enthusiasm, 
as it might be called, for this form of insur- 
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ance, something over one year ago, the market 
has been very quiet, but this explosion, plus the 
payment of the loss, will undoubtedly stir up 
trade a little. After all, the payment of losses 
is one of the best advertisements for any form 
of insurance. 

From Japan.—Among the visitors to the 
Street in the last few days is Yoshiki Tozawa, 
of the Imperial Marine, Transport and Fire 
Insurance Company, Ltd., Tokio. Our Japan- 
ese allies are taking a bit of interest in the 
development of merchant marine matters in 
this country. 

Grass Fires and Traction Property.—A 
notice has recently been sent forth showing 
that in two cases—one in Boston, the other in 
Ithaca—fires starting in the grass have caused 
serious losses. In the Boston case the loss was 
$300,000, and in the Ithaca case the loss was 
$27,000. The lesson drawn from this is that 
hereafter the inspectors reporting on such 
property are to call attention to a possible 
hazard from this source. 

Fireless Cookers Once More.—The Na- 
tional Fire Protective Association has called 
attention to the case of a fireless cooker where 
the insulating material was not mineral wool 
but shavings. A mere statement of the fact 
is enough. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


Chicago Board Business Course.—The 
business course recently prepared for begin- 
ners by the Chicagc Board of Underwriters 
commenced in October 14. Over 100 stu- 
dents have already been enrolled in this course, 
which is being conducted under the auspices 
of the Fire Insurance Club of Chicago. It is 
in charge of a committee consisting of H. A. 
Clark, assistant manager of the Western de- 
partment of the National Liberty Insurance 
Company, chairman; A. T. Graham, president, 
the Insurance Institute of America, and Allan 
I. Wolff, of the local agency firm of the Coffey, 
Wolff & Co. 


Chicago Board Creates New Position.— 
R. N. Triminghan, secretary of the Chicago 
3oard of Underwriters, recently celebrated his 
eightieth birthday, and in view of the immense 
amount of detail work devolving upon him it 
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Fire Insurance 


was decided at the recent meeting of the Board 
to detail some of the duties of this to J. B. 
Nowakowsky, who has been associated with 
the Board for the last five years. Mr. Nowa- 
kowsky has served as chief clerk in the West- 
ern department of the Hamburg-Bremen for 
twenty years. 

E. D. Wells Promoted.—E. D. Wells, 
freight agent for the Liverpool and London 
and Globe Insurance Company in Illinois, has 
been called to the Western department at Chi- 
cago, and appointed superintendent of agency, 
succeeding M. D. Rathurn, who resigned re- 
cently to go into the local business at Free- 
mont, Neb. 


Fire Insurance Club Meeting.—The first 
meeting of the Fire Insurance Club of the 
season was held on October 8, and was well 
attended. Henry L. Rosenfeld, vice-president 
of the Equitable Life of New York, gave a 
very interesting talk on the war, its cause and 
probable results. 


H. O. Kohtz With Aetna Fifty Years.— 
H. O. Kohtz, assistant Western general agent 
and manager of the marine department of the 
7Etna Fire, completed fifty years of continuous 
service with the A&tna last week. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 

Board Meeting.—At last week’s meeting of 
the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, a re- 
vised form of the “Trading With the Enemy 
Act” clause was adopted, which it is under- 
stood will be acceptable to the banks. A com- 
mittee was appointed to nominate officers for 
the ensuing year. 


New Exchange Member.—J. Harold Pike, 
special agent of the Liverpool and London and 
Globe Insurance Company, has been elected an 
active member of the New England Insurance 
Exchange. 


Insurance Department Changes.—Arthur 
E. Linnell, chief examiner, has been appointed 
successor to H. L. Peabody, resigned, as First 
Deputy Insurance Commissioner. Daniel P. 
Walsh succeeds Mr. Linnell as chief examiner, 
and two ladies who have long been in the ser- 
vice of the Department, mainly in the auditing 
work of examinations, have been appointed ex- 
aminer and assistant examiner. They are Miss 
Catherine M. O’Leary and Miss Edith E. 
Holden, respectively. 


In Federal Service.—Harry C. Sawyer, 
well known in connection with his legal ac- 
tivities, has been appointed by President 
Wilson executive head of the meat division of 
the United States Food Administration. 


——~<Buy liserty Bonos >—— 
George W. Blossom to Stay in New York 


George W. Blossom of Fred S. James & Co. 
has leased his home in Chicago and has taken 
an apartment in New York city for the winter. 
Owing to the drain of the war upon the New 
York staff of Fred S. James & Co., Mr. Blos- 
som will make his headquarters there, making 
occasional visits to the Chicago office, instead 
of following his usual custom of remaining in 
Chicago and visiting New York from time to 
time. 
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FOREST FIRE KILLS 1,000 





Twenty-One Towns in Minnesota 


Blotted Out 





10,000 SQUARE MILES BURNED OVER 





Duluth Property Loss Alone is About $750,000 
On First Estimate 

A terrific forest fire beginning on Saturday 
last burned over some 10,000 square miles of 
territory in Northern Minnesota and Northern 
Wisconsin, destroying twenty-one towns and 
causing approximately 1000 deaths. It got a 
foothold in the outskirts of Duluth, and burned 
about 100 buildings in the eastern suburban 
section of that city, doing property damage to 
the extent of $750,000. 

The towns totally or partially destroyed em- 
braced Cloquet, Moose Lake, Kettle River, 
Lawler, Adolph, Munger, Five Corners, Harney, 
Grand Lake, Maple Grove, Twig, Barnum, 
Mathews, Atkinson, French River, Clifton, 
Carleton, Brookston, Brevator, Pike Lake and 
Pine Hill. 

In addition many hundreds of farm buildings 
were obliterated by the raging flames. Many 
persOns were caught by the fire while trying to 
escape, and thousands of others are homeless. 
Several hundred bodies have been recovered, 
many of them unrecognizable. Hospitals and 
public buildings are crowded with injured per- 
sons and refugees. 

While at the latest accounts fires were still 
burning in isolated localities, it is believed that 
the danger of a further extensive conflagration 
is ended. 

Early estimates place the property loss by 
the conflagration at $75,000,000 or more, while 
the insurance losses are placed as high as $25,- 
000,000 in the aggregate. The largest gross 
amount involved for a single company thus far 
reported is $350,000 in one of the strongest com- 
panies. 


——~<Buy Liperty Bonps >—— 


Western Insurance Bureau Meets 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Western 
Insurance Bureau, held last week at Briar Cliff 
Manor, C. H. Coates, Western manager of the 
National Liberty, was elected treasurer, suc- 
ceeding C. L. Hecox, resigned. The annual re- 
port emphasized the willingness of the insur- 
ance business to make any sacrifices necessary 
to win the war. It was held that honest seek- 
ers for information regarding the fire insurance 
business should be given all the help possible, 
and that service to the public, suppression of 
arson and co-operation with insurance com- 
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missioners and State fire marshals should be 
encouraged. The annual meeting will be held 
at Hot Springs, Va., in May. 





Buy Liserty BONDS 


Deaths of Insurance Men 

Charles G. Stone, special agent of the Com- 
mercial Union and associate companies in In- 
diana, died suddenly at his home in Indianapo- 
lis last week. He was thirty-four years old. 
Mr. Stone, for some years, was an examiner 
in the Western department of the Sun of Lon- 
don at Chicago, and later was special agent of 
that company in Minnesota and North Dakota. 
He has been in the Indiana .field for the last 
four years. He was the son of John Stone, 
State agent of the Commercial Union companies 
in Indiana and nephew of the Kelsey brothers, 
well-known fire insurance managers. 

Sebastian A. Harvey of Marsh & McLennan, 
one of the oldest fire insurance men in Chi- 
cago, died last week, aged seventy-two, after a 
long illness. He was born in Canada in 1846, 
and had been in the fire insurance business in 
Chicago since 1864. He was originally a member 
of the firm of George A. Clarke & Co., and 
afterward of Darlington, Harvey & Co, and D. 
W. Burrows & Co. Since the merger of the 
Burrows agency with Marsh & McLennan he 
had been with that firm. 

Lieut. Wieben, son of R. J. Wieben, Wiscon- 
sin State agent of the Milwaukee Mechanics, 
died recently at Fort Sheridan of influenza. 





Buy Liperty Bonds 


G. J. Delmege on Business 

President Geo. J. Delmege, of the Central 
National Fire of Des Moines, has just returned 
from a trip to the Pacific Coast, where he re- 
ports business to be active. He has sent to 
agents of the company an interesting and broad 
review of the current political and industrial 
situation. He advises the agents that, “‘in this 
hour of the world it is a duty we owe to our- 
selves, to our nation and to the world to keep 
our business fires burning at full glow.” 


—-—< Buy LipertY Bonps 





Eastern Conference Elects Officers 
The Eastern Automobile Underwriters Con- 
ference met at New York this week and elected 
these officers: President, William Hare; vice- 
president, Charles G. Smith; secretary and 
treasurer, W. A. Hamilton, 





Buy LiBERTY BONDS _ 


—Belli & Co., steamship and marine insurance agents 
and freight brokers, have established a New York 
agency at 198 Broadway. 


Thursday 


INSURANCE INSTITUTE OF 
AMERICA 


Tenth Annual Meeting is Held at Baltimore 


The tenth annual conference of the Insurance 
Institute of America was held at the Southern 
Hotel, Baltimore, Md., on Monday and Tuesday 
of this week, and as usual the first day’s pro- 
ceedings opened with the roll call and presen- 
tation of credentials. The address of welcome 
was delivered by President Richardson, of the 
Insurance Society of Baltimore. President A. 
T. Graham of the institute, delivered the an- 
nual address, which emphasized the necessity 
of additional funds for the work of the insti- 
tute, 

The delegate from Philadelphia was Frederick 
Richardson, manager of the General Accident 
of Perth. Mr. Richardson has been identified 
with work of this kind for several years, not 
merely in this country, but in Great Britain. 
He has reached the conclusion that the insti- 
tute in America needs the active support which 
it receives in Great Britain of the executive 
offices of the insurance companies. 

The most important report of the first session 
was the report of the committee on education. 
The session disposed of the outline for the 
coming year of the courses in fire and casualty 
insurance. 

The Hartford Institute is developing a life in- 
surance branch, and its outline was accepted 
by the institute as the foundation of a course 
in life insurance. 

The marine branch, which has not, either in 
Great Britain or this country, been developed 
in a satisfactory manner, was considered quite 
carefully, and the committee on education in- 
structed to report a course next year. 

The routine work, ‘such as reports of officers 
and committees, took place largely on Monday. 

The institute was the guest of the Baltimore 
Society and had luncheon and dinner Monday at 
the Merchants Club. No social activities were 
held because of the epidemic. 

Having in view existing conditions, the In- 
surance Institute of America brought its con- 
ference to a close on Tuesday. The business 
transacted included a thorough discussion and 
consideration of the question of a permanent 
office and secretary. 

Also the question of text books. The con- 
clusion reached was that to the new officers 
there would be left a consideration of this old 
question, they to be guided by the discussion 
which had taken place. The finance committee 
recommended an assessment of ten cents per 
member as in the past two years. The com- 
mittee on resolutions presented the following 
report: 

First: To the Insurance Society of Baltimore 
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we extend without stint our fullest measure 
of thanks, that in a time of national and local 
distress they have assumed the additional bur- 
den of having the tenth annual conference hold 
its session here. For their hospitality and 
gracious entertainment we _ sincerely thank 
them. 

Second: To our president and secretary and 
treasurer, as well as the chairmen of the va- 
rious committees, we extend our large apprecia- 
tion for what they have done to keep the insti- 
tute going in a year of peculiar difficulties. 

Third: The news was received while the con- 
ference was in session of the passing away of 
E. Allen Royal, who was a holder of our 
diploma, and who at two conferences rendered 
much loyal and efficient service in taking and 
preparing the minutes of the meetings. We 
desire to pay a word of:tribute to him, and to 
ask that John H. Kenney of the Baltimore So- 
ciety transmit to his family on behalf of the 
institute this message. 

The officers elected were: President, Fred- 
erick Richardson of Philadelphia; member of 
executive committee, S. B. Perkins of Hart- 
ford; secretary and treasurer, Benjamin Rich- 
ards of Chicago. 


———<Buy liberty Bonos >—— 
Brooklyn Brokers’ Association Meets 


Tae regular meeting of the Brooklyn In- 





surance Brokers Association was held on Oc- 
tober 10 at the Imperial hotel, Red Hook Lane 
and Fulton street, Brooklyn. As every insur- 
ance man was devoting time and energy to 
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making the Brooklyn subscription quota to the 
Liberty Loan a_ record-breaking success, it 
was thought advisable to commence the usual 
monthly lectures upon insurance topics at a 
later date. 

The work of the association and of its mem- 
bers in assuring the desired fulfillment of the 
Liberty Loan subscription was thoroughly dis- 
cussed, and time was devoted to a considera- 
tion of general plans for the work of the asso- 
ciation during the present season. 


——~<Buy Liperty Bonps ~—— 


B. N. Carvalho Is Now Major 
B. N. Carvalho of Hartford, United States 
manager of the Fire Reassurance Company of 
Paris and secretary of the United States branch 
of the Rossia of Petrograd, who has heretofore 
been a captain, has now been given the title of 


major. 
——~<Buy liperty Bons >—— 
Insurance Federation Meeting Postponed 


The fourth annual convention and war con- 
ference of the National Council of Insurance 
Federations, scheduled to be held in Atlantic 
City, N. J., on October 28-29, has been post- 
poned to December 2 and 3, and will be held at 
the Hotel Astor, New York. 
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LECTURES FOR WOMEN 


Innovation by the Insurance Society of 


New York 








E. R HARDY, R. P. BARBOUR, LECTURERS 





They Will Deal with Fundamentals of the Business 
and Are Designed for Beginners 


The Insurance Society of New York has or- 
ganized two series of lectures on fire insurance 
addressed to the women in the business, to 
begin on Monday next at the society’s library, 
84 William street. Edward R. Hardy, secre- 
tary of the society, will deliver one series as 
follows: 

October 21—Why insurance is possible. 

October 28—Why there must be an applica- 
tion and a business getter, 

November 4—Why there must be an inspec- 
tion of the property. 

November 11—Why there must be a rate. 

November 18—Why there must be a policy or 
contract. 

November 25—Why there must be a settle- 
ment of the loss. 

December 2—Why there must be different 
forms of fire insurance, such as property, rent, 
profits, use and occupancy. 

The other series will be delivered on Thurs- 
days by Robert P. Barbour, secretary of the 
United States branch of the North British and 
Mercantile, as follows: 

October 24—What is Fire Insurance; by whom 
furnished; through what means? (Law of 
average; inlemnity, different kinds of compa- 
nies; agents; brokers; American agency sys- 
tem.) 

October 31—Rates; Forms; Policy Writing. 
(Different kinds of rates; various methods of 
rate making; the wording of forms and clauses; 
how to write policies; the essentials of the 
contract.) 

November 7—The Travels of the Daily Re- 
port. (The stamp clerk; the company’s office 
routine; underwriting; accounting; statistical; 
reinsurance; loss department.) 

November 14—Endorsements; Cancellation; 
Reinsurance. (Why endorsements are neces- 
sary; how made and worded; cancellation; 
short rate, pro rata, partial and total; what 
reinsurance means and what it is for.) 

November 21—Theory and Mechanics of Un- 
derwriting (Practical application; law of 
average; moral hazard [commercial report— 
fire record]; general conditions; physical haz- 
ards [maps, surveys, classes]; fixing the line.) 

December 5—Losses. (What is indemnity; 
proof of loss: the appraisal; apportionment; 
eoncurrency; statistics.) 

December 12—Question Meeting. 

The lectures begin at 5:10 promptly and end 
at 5:45. They will be simple and instructive, 
and may be attended without cost by applying 
for tickets of admission at the library. Those 
interested can attend either series, but not 
both. 





Buy LiBERTY BONDS _ 


George A. Viehmann Dead 


George A. Viehmann, president of the New 
Brunswick Fire, control of which he purchased 
in 1903, died of pneumonia on Saturday last at 
Briarcliff, after an illness of only two days. 
He was Mayor of New Brunswick in 1901, and 
was mentioned more than once for the Gov- 





Fire Insurance 


ernorship of his State. As president of the 
New Jersey Fire of Newark, and of the Mid- 
dlesex Title Guarantee and Trust Company, 
and as a director of the Perth Amboy Trust 
Company, the Federal Trust Company of 
Newark, and other corporations, Mr. Viehmann, 
who was only fifty years old, leaves wide gaps 
in the New Jersey business world. 


——~< Buy Liserty Boros >—— 


Life Membership Growing in Northwest Fire 
Underwriters Association 

The Society of Life Members of the Fire Un- 
derwriters Association of the Northwest is a 
unique organization, having no constitution or 
by-laws and with a membership provided auto- 
matically by the completion of payment of the 
dues of twenty-five years in the Northwestern 
Association. Its ninth annual meeting, held 
some days ago at the Union League Club, Chi- 
cago, was conceded to have been the best of the 
series in interest, attendance and the high 
order of entertainment offered. Much of the 
success of the organization is que to the work of 
its secretary, Holger deRoode, who has filled 
that position since the organization of the 
Society, 

The class of incoming members was the 
largest in the history of the society, number- 
ing twenty-nine and including four ex-presi- 
dents of the Northwestern. The address of 
welcome was delivered by Robert L. Raynolds, 
with the response by W. R. Townley. 

The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Robert L. Raynolds, Columbus, Ohio; 
vice-presidents, F. W. Little, Jr., Kansas City, 
and C, W. Fort, Kansas City; secretary, Holger 
deRoode. 








Buy Liberty Bonps 


Insurance on Twine Plant 

The International Harvester Company is car- 
rying $6,000,000 of insurance on its twine plant 
at St. Paul, and will require a large additional 
amount when the expected cargoes of sisal are 
received. The sprinkler protection has been 
extended, but there is still $1,500,000 liability in 
unsprinklered warehouses. 


Buy Liserty Bonos >—— 


Excess Insurance Association for Heavy 
Lines on Working Basis 

With two-thirds of the required amount 
pledged the committee in charge of the comple- 
tion of the Excess Insurance Association, 
formed to take care of heavy lines of insurance 
on war risks, is directly canvassing the com- 
panies which have not yet entered the associa- 
tion in an effort to complete the full facilities 
of $3,000,000. The last official report made by 
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the committee in charge stated that $1,000,000 
of the amount had been pledged, but since that 
time the committee has obtained further 
pledges, which will be announced at the next 
meeting of the association, 


——~ Buy iiperty Bonps 


State Fire Inspection in Texas 

With a view of making recommendations to 
the next session of the Texas Legislature, the 
State Fire Insurance Commission has a corps 
of inspectors making inspections of the educa- 
tional and eleemosynary institutions of the 
State. In all buildings where fire escapes have 
not been installed recommendations will be 
made for their installation. The State has so 
far been quite fortunate with regard to fires, 
as no serious conflagration has occurred this 
year. 



















Buy Liserty Bonps >—— 
New Head for American of Newark 


The American Insurance Company of Newark, 
N. J., at a meeting of its directors last week 
elected Vice-President C. Weston Bailey to 
succeed the late P. L. Hoadley as president. 
Mr. Bailey counts forty-two years in the ser- 
vice of the company of which he now becomes 
the head, and has worked in every department. 


Buy LIBERTY BonDs >—— 
The Old Aetna and the Liberty Loan 


{To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR] 





We have read with much interest in your 
issue of October 10 the list of Fourth Liberty 
Loan subscriptions by insurance companies. 

The showing is a fine one, and there is, as 
you intimate, a spirit of emulation on the part 
of the companies to become large stockholders 
in the United States, although none, so far as 
heard from, hopes to acquire a controlling in- 
terest. 

Each, however, is eager to be an important 
help in winning the war. 

The article correctly states that of necessity 
the list is incomplete, and that a complete list 
cannot be available until the end of the drive. 

When that complete list referred to is pub- 
lished we shall be entitled to have noted op- 
posite the name of the A4tna Insurance Com- 
pany the figures $2,500,000 at least, as we have 
already subscribed to this extent for the Fourth 
Liberty Loan. 

This brings our subscription for the Liberty 
Loan, all issues, up to $4,375,000. 

Very truly yours, 
A. N. WILLIAMS, 
Vice-President. 
Hartford, Oct. 11, 1918. 





Buy LiBerty Bonps 


—The annual meeting of the Louisiana Fire Per- 
vention Bureau in New Orleans has been postponed 
to November 12. 


Thursday 


AUTOMOBILE AND 
MARINE INSURANCE 


For Uniform Automobile Manuals 

Distribution of automobile manuals in a more 
economical manner, aiming to do away with the 
present lack of uniformity in the promulgation 
of changes in rules and rates is under consid- 
eration by the interim executive committee of 
the Automobile Underwriters Conference, act- 
ing jointly with the National Workmens Com- 
pensation Service Bureau. Under the proposed 
plan it is intended to establish a central dis- 
tributive point and that each user of the auto- 
mobile manual will receive but a single copy, 
which shall be complete and kept up to date. 
The plan is being submitted to all Conference 
and Bureau companies for consideration. The 
advantages argued for the proposed plan are: 








1. All rules, rates and notices regarding all 
forms of insurance pertaining to automobiles 
would be quickly, uniformly and simultaneously 
distributed direct to the parties that are to re- 
ceive same without passing through any un- 
necessary intermediate channels. 

2. Each company would be saved all of the 
worry and confusion that has existed in the 
past whenever manuals are to be distributed 
or whenever new rules or rates are issued. 

3. For the same service granted there would 
be a saving in expense over the present method. 

4. Each agent or broker would have only one 
automobile manual, and that a reliable one, and 
he would be assured that he was receiving 
changes and notices at the same time that his 
competitors did. 

5. There would be practically a complete 
elimination of the competitive friction that has 
resulted because of the uneven distribution of 
manuals in the past. 

6. Under the present plan of distribution 
the committee of the Bureau and the Con- 
ference made it a practice to withhold (until 
the next general revision) many changes in 
rules and rates which they would otherwise 
like to promulgate for the benefit of the com- 
panies, because of the confusion involved in 
making each change. Under the new plan all 
changes of importance would be systematically 
and automatically taken care of and the com- 
mittees proceed at once with their under- 
writing improvements. 

7. At present, circular letters are frequently 
issued to the companies, and in turn reissued 
by the companies to at least some of their 
larger agents. Under the proposed plan im- 
portant circular letters could be immediately 
distributed to the larger. agents by means of 
the same machinery. 

Suggestions for changes in the choice of dis- 
tributing centers or areas, or in any other 
feature of the plan, will be welcomed by the 
committee. 


——~<Buy Liberty Bonps >—— 
Watched and Dined 


William H. Young, head of the marine brok- 
erage concern of that name at 13 William street, 
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left last week for Camp Zachary Taylor, Louis- 
ville, Ky. Before his departure a score of his 
friends gave him a dinner at Hotel Brevoort, 
at which time he was also presented with a 
gold watch as an indication of the esteem in 
which he is held. 


—~<_ Buy Liperty Bonos >—— 
Portugal Puts Up the Bars 


Inasmuch as many American marine insur- 
ance companies contemplate doing business out- 
side the United States after the war, it might 
be well to say that American companies can- 
not transact marine insurance business in 
Portugal unless they have previously effected 
a deposit with the ‘‘Caixa Geral dos Depositos”’ 
in the sum of 25,000 escudos (about $20,000) in 
cash or in Portuguese government securities. 
If a company proposes to transact fire insurance 
as well as marine insurance, it will be required 
to deposit 75,000 escudos in all; that is, 25,000 
escudos for marine only and 50,000 for fire 
only. There is an insurance council in Portu- 
gal and a Department of the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, these organizations superintending the 
work of all insurance companies. The insurance 
council is at present drafting a legislative 
measure with the object of increasing these 
deposits. In addition to the deposits, foreign 
marine insurance companies must apply to the 
Ministry of Finance for the necessary authority 
to open agencies or branches in Portugal. The 
application must be accompanied by a specimen 
of policies of each branch of business the com- 
pany intends to transact in the country. 


——~< Buy ligerty Bonos >——- 
Promotion for William C. De Lanoy 











William C. De Lanoy, director of the Bureau - 


of War Risk Insurance since its inauguration 
in September, 1914, has resigned his position to 
accept an appointment as manager of the sec- 
tion of marine insurance of the Railroad Ad- 
ministration. Under Mr. De Lanoy’s leader- 
ship the Bureau of War Risk Insurance has 
increased from an office with an assistant and 
three clerks, writing insurance only on hulls 
and cargoes of American vessels, to an organ- 
ization of nearly 14,000 employees, handling 
marine insurance on American and foreign ves- 
sels, cargoes, masters and crews, as well as the 
great insurance project protecting soldiers and 
sailors in the military service. Most of the 
activities of the Bureau of War Risk Insurance 
will now be under the supervision of Charles 
F. Nesbit, Commissioner of the Division of 
Military and Naval Insurance, which includes 
all activities of the bureau except the marine 
and seamen’s insurance. 


——~<Buy Liperty Bonos >—— 


—The Franco-Anglaise is the latest marine company 
to enter the French field. It has a capital of 1,000,000 
francs subscribed and 250,000 francs paid in. 

—Capt. Dennis Sullivan, a veteran marine insur- 
ance man of Chicago, died recently at his home, 
5746 Sheridan Road, aged 69. He was for many years 
a lake captain. In 1888 he became marine inspector 
for an insurance company, coming to Chicago in 1893 
to go into the vessel agency business. He had the 
agency for 250 vessels at one time. 

—The Firemans Fund of San Francisco will finance 
its employees in the purchase of Fourth Liberty Loan 
Bonds, as has been the custom in previous issues. The 
company is assured of a very heavy response to the 
country’s cal] from the employees, anticipating that 
all will respond to their quota, which aggregates double 
the amount subscribed to the previous loan. 
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CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Edwin Warren DeLeon Dead 

The death of Edwin Warren DeLeon, former 
president and a director of the Casualty Com- 
pany of America, was announced in the daily 
press of Thursday last. He was reputed to be 
wealthy, but had suffered from ill-health and 
nervous depression for some months past. 
Despite this, the news that his death was self- 
inflicted was a great surprise to his friends. 
He was fifty years old, born in Charleston, 
S. C., August 6, 1868. He was admitted to the 
bar in New York State in 1889, and practiced 
until 1892, when he entered the casualty field 
with the Travelers, rising to be manager of 
the company’s liability department for New 
York and New Jersey. In 1898 he became New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut manager of 
the Maryland Casualty Company, retaining 
this position five years. In 1903 he resigned to 
form the Casualty Company of America, which 
began business in that year. He was its gen- 
eral manager, 1903-1909, and president, 1909- 
1916. He was president of the general agency 
firm of DeLeon & Parker and author of The 
Law of Liability, 1899. He edited the casualty 
insurance section of The Insurance Year Book 
and The Manual of Liability Insurance, 


Buy Liperty Bonp$ >—— 
F. Robertson Jones Appointed 


F. Robertson Jones of New York, secretary- 
treasurer of the Workmen’s Compensation Pub- 
licity Bureau, has been appointed by Secretary 
of the Treasury McAdoo as a member of the 
advisory board of the Division of Military and 
Naval Insurance of the Bureau of War Risk In- 
surance. Mr. Jones succeeds Professor James 
M. Glover, who is now engaged in investigation 
work for the Bureau. He has made a special 
study of the question of workman’s compensa- 
tion, and is considered to be an excellent man 
for the position. 


——~<Buy Ligerty Bonps >—— 


Workmen’s Compensation in Missouri 

Labor representatives in Missouri have agreed 
upon a form of State workmen’s compensation 
bill to be presented at the next session of the 
Legislature. It follows closely the Ohio plan, 
and creates a commission of three to admin- 
ister the act. It is understood that ex-State 
Senator A. S. Phillips, who introduced a bill in 
the last Legislature which favored stock com- 
pany insurance, but which failed of enactment, 
is fathering the new measure. 


——<Buy Liserty Bonds >—— 
Samuel W. Wilkinson Dead 


Samuel W. Wilkinson, widely known in 
surety underwriting circles, died last week of 
pneumonia at the age of forty-three. At the 
time of his death he was superintendent of the 
Middle States contract department of the Na- 
tional Surety Company, previous to which he 
had filled several prominent positions with the 
Globe Indemnity Company, the London and 
Lancashire Indemnity Company, and the New 
England Casualty Company, holding in the last 
named the office of superintendent of agents. 
Mr. Wilkinson’ began in the surety business at 
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Cleveland, Ohio, with the Bankers Surety Com- 
pany, and when in 1911 this concern was ab- 
sorbed by the Maryland Casualty Company he 
became fidelity and surety manager at the New 
York office. 


——~< Buy Liperty Bonos >—. 
Great Western Absorbs Home Casualty 


The Great Western Accident of Des Moines 
has consolidated with the Home Casualty Com- 
pany of Omaha, and will remove all of the 
records and books of the latter to Des Moines. 
Under the arrangement, the Great Western in- 
sures all of the outstanding business of the 
Home Casualty, assumes all of its liabilities 
and has received all of its assets, good will, 
etc. The Great Western has the largest in- 
come in Iowa of any stock health and accident 
company operating in the State. A. L. Hobbs, 
former vice-president and general manager of 
the Home Casualty, becomes Nebraska State 
manager for the Great Western. a? %. 
Keliher, former State manager in Nebraska 
for the Great Western, has enlisted for military 
service. 








Buy Liperty Bonos >—— 


Plate Glass Situation in Chicago 

There is little change in the plate glass 
situation in Chicago. O. F. Roberts, manager 
of the Chicago Bonding, states that he has not 
heard from the Plate Glass Bureau as to 
whether the companies in that organization 
will agree to reduce commissions in Chicago, 
and until he does hear his company is con- 
tinuing to operate as the sole non-board com- 
pany in the city. It has general agency ar- 
rangements with three or four prominent 
agencies, and is accepting business on a 
brokerage basis from many others. Mr. 
Roberts states that the company wrote $20,000 
in plate glass premiums in September and 
$5000 in the first five days of October. He says 
that it is selecting its business carefully and is 
getting a rate which is satisfactory. 


——~< Buy Liberty Boros >—— 


Million Dollars in Premiums Written 

The Smith-Lawson-Coambs Company of Chi- 
cago, general agents of the Georgia Casualty, 
last week completed the writing of $1,000,000 in 
premiums for the Georgia Casualty since be- 
coming its general agents in May, 1915. Ap- 
proximately eighty per cent of this business is 
automobile insurance. Notwithstanding dis- 
turbing elements in the automobile business 
this year, the office is $4600 ahead on automo- 
bile premiums over the same date last year. 








Death of L. A. Adoue 


Louis A. Adoue of Galveston, Tex., vice- 
president of the American Indemnity, died last 
week of pneumonia, aged thirty-two. He was 
prominent in business and financial circles in 
Galveston, was vice-consul of Sweden and 
active in charitable work growing out of the 
war. 


Proposed Tax Amended 
The Senate finance committee on Tuesday, 
considering the Revenue Bill, exempted fidelity 
and surety bonds from stamp taxes,, substituting 
an amendment placing them under a monthly 
tax, 
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HELP TO CAGE THE BURGLAR 


“See,” said the burglar to the policemen seeking to arrest him; ‘I am leaving this house. That proves that I am entirely peaceful in my 
intentions. I did not wish to kill the householder and his son. They compelled me to do so, by resisting. I left the other children alive. 
Surely, you can see that I have no evil intentions.’’ 

The Hun, like the burglar, proposes to evacuate the house of Belgium. 

The Government of the United States proposes to raise a loan of $6,000,000,000 to insure his complete retirement. 

You must help to cage the burglar. How about that other Liberty Bond you are going to buy? 


.THE BONDS YOU BUY 
BACK UP. THESE BOYS 


ts 

















Copyrigne Uy CYUMmucce On Luoc Lnjormation 
Twenty-sixth Division in France. Sergeant and his gun crew taking a few minutes’ rest. Their guns command an important 
section. A five-hundred dollar Liberty Bond will buy steel helmets such as some of the boys in the picture are wearing for a company of 
infantry. 





The Jordan Reporting Company, New York who has been with the company for eighteen aviation fields, where the experience has been 


The home office of the Jordan Reporting Com- Yrs, to be supervising vice-president; Frank good and the insurance companies had made 


pany in New York recently received a visit 
from Martin J. Peters, manager of its Western 
division at the Chicago office. Mr. Peters’ 
trip at this time was significant, as new plans 
have been made to further increase this com- ficial department. ber, would be perfectly willing to make such 
an arrangement as the Government departments 


Fisher, superintendent of the bank department; large profits. One company immediately acceded 
Fred M. Sporrer, manager, and George Fritz, to this request, others asked for some informa- 
associate manager of the burglary department, tion, but did not get it. Probably half of the 
and John M. Richardson, superintendent of the companies, and possibly more than that num- 
pany’s service along inspection lines. The : ee rr: 
Jordan Reporting Company reports increased Compensation and Liability Rates desire, provided it were to date from a definite 
business since its reorganization in February, The misunderstanding between several Gov- time. Most of these same companies would 
and to-day is better organized and in more’ ornment departments and the leading liability object very strongly to having the arrangement 
favorable circumstances than at any time in the companies over the price which should be retroactive when they have already paid in- 
history of the company. charged for compensation and liability insur- cOme and excess profits taxes on the premiums 
cera ance on certain Government work already done which they have collected. Some of these com- 

U. S. Fidelity and Guaranty Promotions or to be done has not yet been fully adjusted. panies feel that the first movement towards an 
The United States Fidelity and Guaranty Certain of these Government departments adjustment should be an agreement by the 

Company of Baltimore has made the following called upon the liability companies to refund yovernment that it would refund the taxes 


appointments to succeed Vice-President Hu- 
bard P. Ringgold, resigned: TT. H. Marshall, 


considerable of the premiums paid on large paid oh the premiums if the companies refund 
jobs, such as the erection of cantonments and them to the Government. 
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